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1. What is the purpose of this study?  

We are interested in understanding individual differences in visual working memory. This study aims to 
examine the effects that the differences in the visual stimuli used in an online working memory game have 
on the performance of people playing the game. Results would be valuable in determining whether future 
research needs to focus more heavily on making sure stimuli used in visual tasks are perceptually similar to 
an even degree. 
 

2. Why have I been invited to take part?  

You have been invited because we are seeking to explore working memory capacity in adults. The only 

inclusion criterion is that you are an Oxford University student, aged 18-35, with a working Oxford 

university e-mail address 

 

3. Do I have to take part? 

No.  You can ask questions about the study before deciding whether or not to participate. If you do agree to 

participate, you may withdraw yourself, and your data, from the study at any time, without giving a reason 

and without penalty, by advising the researchers of this decision Should you choose to withdraw before 

completing the game (by closing the browser window) your data will not be saved at all. If you wish to 

withdraw after completing the game, your data will be excluded from analysis and deleted.  

 

4. What will happen to me if I take part in the study? 

If you are happy to take part in the study, you will be asked to play an online working memory game. 

During or after the game, you might also be asked to answer questions about or give ratings on different 

aspects of the stimuli. 

This should take approximately 30 minutes. 

Since the study requires you only to play an online game, it will take place at a location of your own 

convenience. 

 

5. Are there any potential risks in taking part? 

The following risks are involved in taking part: the working memory game might require a relatively high 

level of focus – in order to mitigate the potential negative effects of this necessary concentration, you will 

have the opportunity to take breaks at certain points in the game.  

 



 

 

6. Are there any benefits in taking part? 

There will be no direct benefit to you from taking part in this research, however one pound will be donated 

to Student Minds on your behalf should you complete the working memory game. 

 

7. What happens to the data provided?  

Your responses will be anonymised after collection, and will be stored in an encrypted format. Only 

members of the research team will have access to your data. Your personal data (e.g. contact details) will 

be stored in a secure database until the study is completed, and will then be deleted. Your fully anonymised 

data may also be used for relevant future research. 

All research data and records will be stored for a minimum retention period of 3 years after publication or 
public release of the work of the research.   
 

8. Will the research be published? 
This main purpose of this study is to write up its results for an undergraduate research project. Such 
projects are also occasionally published in peer-reviewed scientific journals. 
 

9. Who is organising and funding the research?  

This study is organised by the Department of Experimental Psychology and is funded by the James 
McDonnell Foundation.   
 

10. Who has reviewed this study? 

This study has been reviewed by, and received ethics clearance through, the University of Oxford Central 

University Research Ethics Committee (Reference number: R55101/RE001). 

 

11. Who do I contact if I have a concern about the study or I wish to complain? 

If you have a concern about any aspect of this study, please speak to the relevant researcher 

[zsofia.palasik@some.ox.ac.uk] or their supervisor [mark.stokes@psych.ox.ac.uk], who will do their best to 

answer your query. The researcher should acknowledge your concern within 10 working days and give you 

an indication of how they intend to deal with it. If you remain unhappy or wish to make a formal complaint, 

please contact the relevant chair of the Research Ethics Committee at the University of Oxford who will 

seek to resolve the matter in a reasonably expeditious manner: 

Chair, Medical Sciences Inter-Divisional Research Ethics Committee; Email: ethics@medsci.ox.ac.uk; 
Address: Research Services, University of Oxford, Wellington Square, Oxford OX1 2JD 
 

 
12. Further Information and Contact Details 

If you would like to discuss the research with someone beforehand (or if you have questions afterwards), 

please contact:  

 

Zsofia Palasik 

DEPARTMENT OF EXPERIMENTAL PSYCHOLOGY 

15 Parks Road, OX1 3PH  

Tel: 07 7729 016916 

Email: zsofia.palasik@some.ox.ac.uk 

mailto:ethics@medsci.ox.ac.uk

